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This memorandum is in response to your e-mail dated March 30, 2005 requesting an opinion
on what to do with an accounts receivable in one case when a defendant is sentenced to prison on
a subsequent case. The question is whether the account receivable should be sent to the Office of
State Debt Collection or to the Department of Corrections. It is my recommendation that the account
receivable be sent to the Office of State Debt Collection along with a note that the defendant is in

the custody of the Department of Corrections.

As I have reviewed the relevant statutes, it appears as if the Department of Corrections and
the Board of Pardons may collect and assert jurisdiction over fines and restitution in other cases.
However, it appears as if this authority may be discretionary and is not mandatory. It appears as if
the Office of State Debt Collection could also attempt collection of an earlier debt while an offender
is with the Department of Corrections. Therefore, I suggest that the Office of State Debt Collection
take the account receivable and they can coordinate with the Department of Corrections if

appropriate and necessary.

Please let me know if you have any questions about this.

The mission of the Utah judiciary is to provide the people an open, fair,
efficient, and independent system for the advancement of justice under the law.
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